Johnson County Public Policy Council
2016 State Senator/State Representative Candidate Questionnaire

Address/City/State/Zip: POBox 11113,0verlandPark,KS 66207
Phone:  913-850-8411 Email:  chris@chris4ks.com

Campaign Website: www.chris4ks.com

Campaign Video Link:

Occupation/Work History (last five years - 25 words or fewer):

Educatorat North Kansa<City Hospitalsince2010.My work focuseson healthinsurancehealthcare
complianceandelectronicmedicalrecords.

Other recent political/community experience (25 words or fewer):

Formerseminariarof the GreekOrthodoxArchdioceseof America.l havedoneextensivepublic servicework
throughthe Churchbothin KansasCity andin Boston,wherethe seminaryis located.

If you are or have been affiliated with a chamber of commerce or other business organization, please list which
organization(s) and any leadership positions you have held:

As a candidate, what are your top three policy issues? (10 words or fewer per issue):

1. supportingeducationadequat@ndequitablefunding, local autonomyjnnovativehighered.

2. FiscalResponsibilitybalancedudgetsfair andresponsibleéax policy, controlling statedebit.

3. RealJobGrowth:taxincentivesfor measurablgob creation.expandkanCare.

What are your views on state tax policy? (100 words of fewer):

The statetax policy existsto raiseadequateéevenudo coverstateexpensesA tax policy which doesnotdo so
is afailed policy. Aside from this corefunction, statetax policy should:(1) promotethe public goodand
economiagrowthwherepossible(2) causeminimal harmto citizens,especiallythe mostvulnerable and(3)
raisefairly consistenamountdn differenteconomiadimes.In the contextof Kansas) think thetraditional
parity betweerincome,sales andpropertytaxeshasmanyvirtues.

If Kansas faces a significant revenue shortfall in meeting its budget, how would you proposed to balance the
budget? Please be specific. (100 words or fewer):

Thelong-termrevenueshortfallmustbe addressedly restoringa responsiblegax policy. We shouldconsider
eliminatingany deductionor exemptiorwhich doesnot contributemeasurablyo growth. We shouldalso
consideradjustingthetax bracketslf the shortfallis too immediatefor revenueadjustmentso resolveit, we
shouldidentify cutsandprojectdelayswhich would meetthe shortfall, with the minimum possibleharmto the
public. This shouldinvolve consultatiorwith the public andkey stakeholders.




What are your views on K-12 school funding? In anticipation of a new funding formula/process, what are your
priorities?(75 words or fewer):

ForanynewK-12 schoolfundingformula,| would focuson two major priorities: (1) the systemshould
providefundsadequatéo maintainthe quality of educatiorandactivitieswe currentlyhavein the Blue Valley
andShawneeéMissionschooldistricts,and(2) educationabpportunitiesshouldberoughly equalthroughout
theentirestate.Thelatterwill necessitateoughlyequalper-pupilexpenditureswhich shouldbeimplemented
basedon roughly equaltax contributionsacrosdifferentdistricts.

What are your views on the state’s role with respect to access and affordability of public higher education?
(50 words or fewer):

It is in thesocialandeconomiadnterestf the stateto ensureaccesgo affordablehighereducatiorfor all
gualifiedKansansl believethatit is desirablefor Kansasuniversitieso offer competitivetuition rates,in
orderto attractnewresidentgo the state andto avoidattrition amongour mosteducateditizens.

What is your position on individual tax credits and other voucher-like programs for private school tuition?
(50 words or fewer):

| believethattax credits,deductionsincentives andexemptionshouldexistto servethe public interest.
would bereluctantto supportthe useof public moneyto supportprivateschoolsandwould preferthatthis
moneybeallocatedto our public schoolsystem.

What type of economic development policies will you support to encourage job growth and business expan-
sion in Kansas? (50 words or fewer):

| would supporttax incentivesandgrantsfor measurablgob creation,includingtax-incrementinancingand
relatedtoolsto promotenewdevelopmentAll suchmeasureshould,howeverhavecertainbuilt-in public
interestrequirementsmeasurablstandard$or succes®r failure, increasedransparencyandpublic
involvementin decision-making.

Do you support or oppose maintaining the current dedicated sales tax transfer to the state highway fund for
the purpose of funding transportation projects, or should transportation be subject to the appropriations pro-
cess where legislators determine funding levels entirely? Explain. (75 words or fewer):

| supportmaintainingandstrengtheningevenuendependencéor transportatiorandinfrastructureoprojects.
Ourtransportatiorsystemis the physicalbedrockof oureconomyandit is notdesirabldor KDOT andrelated
fundsto becomea political pokerchip tossedaroundduringbudgeffights. The Legislaturemusthavearole, of
courseputit is valuablefor transportatiorio havesomelevel of independence.

What is your policy position on the state’s role regarding immigration and do you support employment-based
immigration reforms to assist with workforce shortages in specified industries such as engineering? (50 words
or fewer):

| believethatwe shouldwelcomeimmigration,especiallyskilled immigration.However,basedn experience
amconcernedboutabusesn theseprogramswith foreignworkersbeingrecruitedwhenlocal workersare
available Statepolicy shoulddo whatit canto increasdransparencywhile helpingto addressvorkforce
shortages.

What role should state governments have in determining workplace employment practices and benefits of-
fered to employees?(50 words or fewer):

Thestateandlocal governmentshouldhavea strongrole in ensuringfair employmenpracticesandadequate

wagesandbenefitsfor employeesl believethatstatepolicy shouldfocuson reducingloopholeswhich allow
unacceptablyow payor poorworking conditionsin Kansasgspeciallywhenpublic moneyis involved.

What do you believe is the most pressing issue or challenge facing Kansas today and how would you address
it? (75 words or fewer):

| think the mostpressingssuecontinuedo beinadequat@anduneveneducatiorthroughouthe state. The
recentspecialsessiorof the Legislaturehaspartially addressethis, but | think the nextportionof the Gannon

casewill highlightsystemigproblemswith fundingadequacyWe will needto addresshis by implementinga
new,fair, andefficientfundingformulain 2017.

What do you believe most distinguishes you from your opponent(s) in this race? (75 words or fewer):

First,1 amalifelong residentof thedistrict,andhavea strongpersonalnterestin our local schooldistricts.
Second] amdedicatedo makingreal, measurablénprovementshatbenefitmy constituents.

Third, | donotview servicein theLegislaturemerelyasa stepping-stonéo higheroffice. | will work for the
interestof my district whetheror not thatbenefitsany notionalfuture political career.




